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Research project description:  NWU ethics committee Language Matters
1 Introduction

All research projects conducted in UPSET where research with people are conducted should be approved by the UPSET CAD and should apply for ethics approval at the NWU ethics committee for Language Matters (ECLM).   In cases where staff members or students are not enrolled for an MA or PhD; and a typical postgraduate research proposal is NOT available, the following information about the planned project needs to be provided to enable the UPSET CAD to approve the project as scientific committee and to enable the NWU ethics committee for Language Matters (ECLM) to review the ethics care needed for the project.
2 Research project information required for staff research project proposals
2.1 Project Title

2.2 Brief contextualization of the project (literature and unresolved issues)

2.3 Problem statement 

2.4 Research questions 

2.5 Objectives 

2.6 Methodology 

2.6.1 Description of broad approach

What type(s) of research design do you intend to adopt; which key theoretical constructs guide your research, and explain why your proposed design is appropriate to answer your questions.  The theoretical paradigm, to the extent relevant, can be invoked here, to show how the proposed approach is consistent with your paradigm.

2.6.2 Details of planned empirical study:

· what new data do you want to collect, 

· how do you intend to collect the data,

· how do you intend to analyse the data, and 

· how will this help you meet your objectives.

Specific notes on different types of designs

· In the case of quantitative studies, the independent and dependent variables and anticipated statistical techniques could be added.  Self-designed questionnaires or drafts of self-designed questionnaires should be attached to the research project proposal.

· For qualitative studies, some indication of the criteria for assessing the quality and validity of the data should be included. This should include outlines of interview protocols / focus group interviews etc.
· In the case of involving human participants, the ECLM Information and Consent documents should be added to the research project proposal.
· Central theoretical constructs should be defined and operationalised for hermeneutic studies.

2.7 Ethics

The relevant ECLM ethics application process (process for the verification of no risk studies, ethics applications for projects where human participants are involved for low risk and medium risk studies) will follow after the research project was approved by a relevant Scientific Committee. For the purpose of the project description, include a section on ethics arrangements in which the following questions are answered: Which ethical issues are relevant to your research, and how do you intend to handle them? Pay specific attention to the inclusion/exclusion criteria for human participants, what risks are foreseen for participants and how these will be managed.  
2.8 Bibliography

Include the sources that were used in the research project proposal provided above. 
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