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Academic Literacy: Your Key to Success at the NWU 
 

Academic literacy is the ability to understand, interpret, and produce texts in the university environment, and it is essential for success in every field of study. 

Students are expected to read academic texts and demonstrate their understanding through essays, assignments, exams, and reports. Many face challenges 

when transitioning from school to university, often underestimating the workload, the demands of independent learning, or arr iving under-prepared. Research 

shows that poor academic performance is frequently linked to weak academic literacy skills. To support students, NWU offers two first-year modules: 

Academic Literacy Development in English (ALDE 111/122) and in Afrikaans (ALDA 111/122). All first-time undergraduate students are required to 

complete the two modules in academic literacy. Students must pass these modules before they can graduate. 

 
 

ALDE/ALDA 111  
 

ALDE/ALDA 111 is an introductory module offered in the first semester. Its primary focus is on developing the ability to read  and comprehend academic texts, 

forming the foundation for further academic literacy skills. Successful completion of this module i s a prerequisite for ALDE/ALDA 112 or 122. Students can 

pass ALDE/ALDA 111 in one of two ways: by achieving a module mark of at least 50%, or by obtaining a Code 4 or 5 in the TALL/TAG proficiency test. In 

some faculties, however, the module remains compulsory regardless of test results. 

Faculty Requirements for ALDE/ALDA 111 
 

Regardless of the TAG/TALL results, ALDE/ALDA 111 is mandatory for all students within the Faculty of Law. In the Faculty of Natural Sciences, it is 

compulsory for most students, with the exception of those enrolled in  

• Quantitative Risk Management (2FT H01 N301P and N301V) 

• Financial Mathematics (2FR H01 N301P and N301V) 

• Data Mining (2FS G01 N301P and N301V) 

• Actuarial Sciences (2FQ H01 N301P) 

• Information Technology (2DX H01 N302P and N302V) 

• Urban and Regional Planning (2FE K01 N401P) 

 

ALDE/ALDA 122 
 

ALDE/ALDA 122 is an advanced module offered in the second semester. It is compulsory, credit-bearing, and required for graduation. The module focuses 

on developing higher-level academic literacy skills, including reading critically, evaluating information,  and producing academically correct writing. 

ALDE/ALDA 112 is identical to ALDE/ALDA 122 but is offered in the first semester on the Potchefstroom campus. It is intended for students who are exempted 

from ALDE/ALDA 111, helping to manage large student numbers in the second semester. 

To register for ALDE/ALDA 122 or 112, students must meet certain prerequisites. They may only continue with ALDE122 if they:  

• have passed ALDE/ALDA 111,  

• were exempted after achieving a Code 4 or 5 in the TALL/TAG proficiency test (where faculty rules allow), or  

• received recognition for prior learning (RPL) or credit transfer. 

Is there any other way to receive credit for ALDE/ALDA 111 and ALDE/A 122? 
 

Module recognition can be granted based on recognition of prior learning (RPL) and/or credit transfer. This will depend on the modules and/or degree 

completed by the student applying for recognition. 
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RPL procedure for ALDE/ALDA 
 
Students who completed a similar module at another institution may apply for recognition. Applications must include proof of credits, NQF level (minimum 5), 

and module outcomes. Final approval is granted by the Sub-School Academic Literacy (Faculty of Humanities). To apply for module recognitions, send all the 

necessary information (download here) to TALLinfo@nwu.ac.za. Note: forms must be completed in full electronically. 

What is TALL/TAG? 

 

The TALL/TAG proficiency test is a compulsory assessment for all first-year students. TALL (Test of Academic Literacy Levels) is written by students who 

choose to complete the English Academic Literacy module, while TAG (Toets van Akademiese Geletterdheidsvlakke) is written by those who choose the 

Afrikaans module. The test is nationally recognised as a reliable and valid measure of academic literacy levels.  Students may choose to write the test in 

either English or Afrikaans, but they must complete the academic literacy modules in the same language as the test. The TALL/TAG is written shortly after 

the registration period in the first semester and serves as a guideline to determine the level of support a student will need . Each student has only one 

opportunity to write the test during their academic career at NWU. 

Students who miss the TAG/TALL opportunitiy at the beginning of the year are required to register for ALDE/ALDA 111 in the fi rst semester and 

ALDE/ALDA 122 in the second semester. 

 

Take note: Since 2010, all first years in the Faculty of Natural Sciences take ALDA/E 111 as a compulsory part of their curriculum (regardless of achievement 

in the test). For these students, ALDA/E 111 is considered for credit purposes. The only exceptions are students in the following programmes: 

Quantitative Risk Management, Financial Mathematics, Data Mining, Actuarial Science, Information Technology and City and Regional Planning. These 
exceptions are valid only for students who received a code four or five in the TAG/TALL test and received recognition for ALDA/E 111 on those grounds. 
Take note: Since 2018, all first years in the Faculty of Law take ALDE 111 as a compulsory component of their curriculum (regardless of achievement in the 

test). 

Take note: Starting from 2019, engineering students who pass the TAG/TALL test (i.e., obtain a Code 4 or 5) will be required to register for ALDE 112. If these 

students obtain a Code 1, 2, or 3, they must register for ALDE 111 in the first semester and ALDE 122 in the second semester. 

 

Registering for the Modules 
 
All first-time undergraduate students must register for the 122 module, choosing either ALDE 122 (English) or ALDA 122 (Afrikaans) , depending on 

their preferred language of study. Registration for ALDE/ALDA 122 automatically grants access to the TALL/TAG proficiency tes t (refer to the TAG & TALL 

Information Document). Based on the test results, students will either be placed in ALDE/ALDA 111 or, if they achieve a Code 4 or 5 for TAG/TALL and their 

faculty allows, receive module recognition for ALDE/ALDA 111. 

Disclaimer: All information as explained in this document is also available in the various yearbooks.  

 
Contact information 

Mahikeng Campus: ALDE-MC@nwu.ac.za  

Vanderbijlpark campus: ALDEA-VC@nwu.ac.za  

Potchefstroom campus: ALDEA-PC@nwu.ac.za  

https://services.nwu.ac.za/sites/services.nwu.ac.za/files/files/sala/SALA_STR_Student_Request_Form2021.pdf
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